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Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education

COMPARISON OF GRADUATION RATES FOR SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES
AND ALL STUDENTS BY GENDER, RACE, AND SPORT

1997-98

Executive Summary

BACKGROUND:

House Bill 1965, as amended, mandates an annual report comparing the graduation rates of
scholarship athletes to all students in the Oklahoma State System. This is the eighth such
report.

The report format and methodology were constructed by the State Regents in conjunction
with the Unitized Data System (UDS) Steering Committee composed of institutional
representatives. The UDS provided the student-flow data for this report. The colleges and
universities identified the scholarship athletes in 11 sport categories: football, basketball,
baseball, softball, track and field, wrestling, volleyball, gymnastics, golf, tennis, and other
sports. No athletic scholarships were awarded in swimming.

METHODOLOGY:

This report describes in detail six-year graduation rates for fall 1991 first-time freshmen who
were full-time, baccalaureate degree-seeking students and three-year graduation rates for
fall 1994 first-time, full-time freshmen seeking associate degrees. Comparisons to the
previous three years are also provided. The student definition and the six- or three-year time
periods are the standards used by the United States Department of Education (USDE),
which correspond to 150 percent of normal time to completion.

FINDINGS:

While both "Within the State" and "Within the Institution" graduation rates are presented,
the "Within the State" rates are discussed, because they are more complete indicators of
graduation rates and consistent with USDE standards. Statewide graduation rates are
defined as students graduating from any public or private school in the specified time period,
regardless of the school of matriculation.

First-Time Freshman Enrollments

The table below shows the number of enrollments in each tier and for all public institutions.

Tier
Comprehensive Universities

(fall 1991 cohort)
Regional Universities

(fall 1991 cohort)
Two-Year Colleges

(fall 1994 cohort)
Total Public Institutions

Scholarship All Athletes as Percent
Athletes . Students of All Students

106 4,593 2.3%

159 5,361 3.0%

263 8,189 3.2%

528 18,143 2.9%



Graduation Rates by Year of Enrollment

In the past four years, graduation rates for all students increased from 40.9 percent to 50.7
percent at the comprehensive universities, increased from 30.6 percent to 32.2 percent at the
regional universities, and decreased from 16.2 percent to 15.1 percent at the two-year
colleges. Graduation rates for scholarship athletes increased from 38.8 percent to 47.6
percent at the comprehensive universities, decreased from 40.5 percent to 38.1 percent at the
regional universities, and increased from 31.3 percent to 33.5 percent at the two-year
colleges. Generally, graduation rates were higher for scholarship athletes than for all
students at the regional universities and the two-year colleges.

Graduation Rates by Gender

Male scholarship athletes graduated at a lower rate than all male students at the
comprehensive universities (35.6 and 44.2 percent, respectively) and at higher rates at both
the regional universities (32.4 and 28.4 percent) and at the two-year colleges (27.5 and 14.8
percent). Similarly, female scholarship athletes graduated at a higher rate than all female
students at the comprehensive universities (76.7 and 57.6 percent, respectively) and at
higher rates at both the regional universities (61.5 and 35.5 percent) and at the two-year
colleges (40.7 and 15.4 percent).

Tier
Male Female

Scholarship I All Scholarship I All
Athletes I Students Athletes ' Students

:Comprehensive Universities 35.6% 44.2% 76.7% 57.6%

Regional Universities 32.4% I 28.4% 61.5% i 35.5%

:Two-Year Colleges 27.5% 14.8% j 40.7% 15.4%

Graduation Rates by Race

Caucasian scholarship athletes graduated at a lower rate than all Caucasian students at the
comprehensive universities (50.0 and 52.7 percent, respectively) and at higher rates at both
the regional universities (47.8 and 35.3 percent) and at the two-year colleges (35.2 and 16.0
percent). African American scholarship athletes graduated at higher rates than all African
American students at the comprehensive universities (44.0 and 30.3 percent, respectively)
and at the two-year colleges (30.4 and 7.7 percent) and at a lower rate at the regional
universities (20.0 and 20.1 percent).

Because of the small numbers of Native American, Hispanic, Asian American, and
Nonresident Alien scholarship athletes, especially at the regional universities and the two-
year colleges, small variations in these numbers may cause significant changes in
corresponding percentages. These results should be interpreted cautiously.

Tier

'Comprehensive Universities
Regional Universities
Two-Year Colleges

Caucasian African American
Scholarship All i Scholarship I All

Athletes 1 Students 1 Athletes I Students
50.0% 52.7% 1 44.0% 30.3%

47.8% 35.3% 20.0% I 20.1%

35.2% 16.0% 30.4% i 7.7%

7
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Graduation Rates by Sport

Among the 11 sport categories studied, the graduation rates for scholarship athletes
exceeded the average graduation rates (comprehensive-50.3 percent, regional-31.6 percent,
two-year-16.4 percent) in four sports at the comprehensive universities (football, volleyball,
track and field, and gymnastics), six sports at the regional universities (football,
basketball, wrestling, volleyball, golf, and tennis), and six sports at the two-year colleges
(football, basketball, baseball, softball, volleyball, and other sports).
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Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education

COMPARISON OF GRADUATION RATES FOR SCHOLARSHIP ATHLETES
AND ALL STUDENTS BY GENDER, RACE, AND SPORT

1997-98

BACKGROUND:

House Bill 1965, which was amended in the 1993 Oklahoma State Legislative session by
House Bill 1502, mandates the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education compile,
publish, and distribute an annual comparison of graduation rates of scholarship athletes to
all students in the Oklahoma State System (see Appendix). This is the eighth annual
graduation rate report.

The report format and methodology were constructed by the State Regents in conjunction
with the Unitized Data System (UDS) Steering Committee composed of institutional
representatives. The UDS provided the student-flow data upon which the report is based.
The colleges and universities identified the scholarship athletes in 11 sport categories:
football, basketball, baseball, softball, track and field, wrestling, volleyball, gymnastics, golf,
tennis, and other sports. No athletic scholarships were awarded in swimming.

METHODOLOGY:

This study used the student-cohort flow system to track student data by semester with an
individual student's identification number in the UDS. If a student's identification number
was changed, misreported, or withheld, tracking students between and among schools could
not proceed.

All students included in this report were first-time, full-time, degree-seeking freshmen at
public institutions. At the comprehensive and regional universities, the report describes in
detail six-year graduation rates for the fall 1991 first-time freshman cohort of full-time,
baccalaureate degree-seeking students. At the two-year colleges, the report describes three-
year graduation rates for the fall 1994 first-time freshman cohort of full-time, associate
degree-seeking students. Comparisons to the previous three years are also provided. The
student definition and the six- or three-year time periods are the standards used in the
United States Department of Education (USDE), which correspond to 150 percent of normal
time to completion.

This report includes two types of graduation data:

1. Within the State (Tables 1-16). These data describe (a) baccalaureate degree-seeking
students who graduated with a bachelor's, master's, or first professional degree from any
public or private institution within the state in six years or less from the time they
enrolled as first-time freshmen at a public institution, or (b) associate degree-seeking
students who graduated with a certificate or an associate degree from any public or
private institution within the state in three years or less from the time they enrolled



as first-time freshmen at a public institution. Students who transferred to and
subsequently graduated from another Oklahoma institution were included in the
graduation rate of their originating institution.

2. Within the Institution (Tables 17-32). These data describe (a) baccalaureate degree-
seeking students who graduated with a bachelor's, master's, or first professional degree
in six years or less from the institution in which they enrolled as first-time
freshmen, or (b) associate degree-seeking students who graduated with a certificate or
an associate degree in three years or less from the institution in which they enrolled
as first-time freshmen.

FINDINGS:

While both "Within the State" and "Within the Institution" graduation rates are presented,
the "Within the State" rates are discussed, because they are more complete indicators of
graduation rates and consistent with USDE standards. Statewide graduation rates are
defined as students graduating from any public or private school in the specified time period,
regardless of the school of matriculation.

First-Time Freshman Enrollments

This report examined the graduation rates for 17,152 first-time freshmen at public
institutions, 437 (2.5 percent) of whom were identified by their institutions as scholarship
athletes. The table below shows the number of enrollments in each tier.

Tier
Scholarship I

Athletes
All

Students
Athletes as Percent

of All Students
'Comprehensive Universities

(fall 1991 cohort)
103 4,348 2.4%

Regional Universities
(fall 1991 cohort)

134
1

5,156 i 2.6%

Two-Year Colleges
(fall 1994 cohort)

200 : 7,64 2.6%

;Total Public Institutions 437 17,152 2.5%

Graduation Rates by Year of Enrollment

In the past four years, graduation rates for all students increased from 40.9 percent to 50.7
percent at the comprehensive universities, increased from 30.6 percent to 32.2 percent at the
regional universities, and decreased from 16.2 percent to 15.1 percent at the two-year
colleges.

Graduation rates for scholarship 'athletes increased from 38.8 percent to 47.6 percent at the
comprehensive universities, decreased from 40.5 percent to 38.1 percent at the regional
universities, and increased from 31.3 percent to 33.5 percent at the two-year colleges.
Generally, graduation rates were higher for scholarship athletes than for all students at the
regional universities and the two-year colleges.

2 1 0
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Graduation Rates by Gender

1997

Male scholarship athletes graduated at a lower rate than all male students at the
comprehensive universities (35.6 and 44.2 percent, respectively) and at higher rates at both
the regional universities (32.4 and 28.4 percent) and at the two-year colleges (27.5 and 14.8
percent). Female scholarship athletes graduated at higher rates than all female students
at all three types of institutions: 76.7 and 57.6 percent respectively at the comprehensive
universities, 61.5 and 35.5 percent at the regional universities, and 40.7 and 15.4 percent
at the two-year colleges.

Tier
Male Female

Scholarship All 1 Scholarship All
Athletes ! Students 1 Athletes Students

!Comprehensive Universities
!Regional Universities

35.6% r 44.2% 76.7% 57.6%

32.4% 28.4% 61.5% 35.5%

;Two -Year Colleges 27.5% 14.8% 40.7% I 15.4%

Graduation Rates by Race

Caucasian scholarship athletes graduated at a lower rate than all Caucasian students at the
comprehensive universities (50.0 and 52.7 percent, respectively) and at higher rates at both
the regional universities (47.8 and 35.3 percent) and at the two-year colleges (35.2 and 16.0
percent). African American scholarship athletes graduated at higher rates than all African
American students at the comprehensive universities (44.0 and 30.3 percent, respectively)
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and at the two-year colleges (30.4 and 7.7 percent) and at a lower rate at the regional
universities (20.0 and 20.1 percent).

Because of the small numbers of Native American, Hispanic, Asian American, and
Nonresident Alien scholarship athletes, especially at the regional universities and the two-
year colleges, small variations in these numbers may cause significant changes in
corresponding percentages. These results should be interpreted cautiously.

Tier
Caucasian African American

Scholarship
Athletes

All
Students

Scholarship
Athletes

All
j Students

Comprehensive Universities 50.0% 52.7% 44.0% 30.3%

Regional Universities 47.8% 35.3% 20.0% 20.1%

Two-Year Colleges 35.2% 16.0% 30.4% 7.7%

Graduation Rates by Sport

At the comprehensive universities, the average graduation rate for all students was 50.7
percent. The graduation rates for scholarship athletes exceeded this average in five sports
(100.0 percent in volleyball, 80.0 percent in gymnastics, 80.0 percent in softball, 66.7 percent
in golf, and 57.1 percent in basketball). However, the graduation rates for scholarship
athletes were below the average of all students in five sports (50.0 percent in tennis, 47.1
percent in track and field, 44.8 percent in football, 33.3 percent in wrestling, and less than
0.1 percent in baseball). There were no scholarship athletes in other sports.

Voeyban

Gymnastics
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Go lf

Comprehensive Universities

Basketball illailEMEMEMEINIMSNEEMENEMMEMENE
IMMEMEMENaiiinaiiiMiniinffiESEMER 50.7%

50.0%

471%

44.8%

AU, STUDENTS

Tennis

Track &Field

Football

Wresting

Baseball

Other Spo its

, , <

illMilingiglEMEIVEUM 333%
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n/a

57./%

66.7%

80.0%

80.0%

100.0%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Gladuation Rate

At the regional universities, the average graduation rate for all students was 32.2 percent.
The graduation rates for scholarship athletes exceeded this average in seven sports (100.0
percent in tennis, 83.3 percent in baseball, 66.7 percent in softball, 50.0 percent in basketball,
42.9 percent in golf, 37.5 percent in track and field, and 33.3 percent in volleyball). However,
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the graduation rates for scholarship athletes were below the average of all students in three

sports (26.1 percent in football, less than 0.1 percent in wrestling and in other sports). There

were no scholarship athletes in gymnastics.

Regional Universities
Tennis

Baseball

r15%..-4.11mow
MOD%

11,4", -Tit,. 83.3%

Softball *1111111:11t , 66.7%

Basketball Ar. TX% 50.0%

Golf 42.9%

Track & Field 37.5%
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Other Spo rts <0.1%
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Gymnastics n/a

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Graduation Rate

At the two-year colleges, the average graduation rate for all students was 15.1 percent.
The graduation rates for scholarship athletes exceeded this average in five sports (39.5
percent in basketball, 39.1 percent in softball, 32.0 percent in other sports, 31.4 percent in
baseball, and 16.0 percent in football). There were no scholarship athletes in golf,
gymnastics, tennis, track and field, volleyball, and wrestling.
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314%
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An Aet
ENROLLED HOUSE
BILL NO. 1502 By: Dunegan of the House

and

Mickle and Roberts of the
Senate

An Act relating to. schools; amending 70 0.S: 1991,
Section 822, which relates to certain graduation
rate reports; modifying certain requirements
concerning such reports; providing an effective
date; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 O.S. 1991, Section 822, is
amended to read as follows:

Section 822. A. Beginning July 1, 1991, each institution of The
Oklahoma State System of Higher Education which is attended by
students receiving athletic scholarships shall submit an annual
report to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education which shall
include:

1. The graduation rate for students at the institution who
received athletic scholarships, detailed by sport, year of
enrollment, race and gender; and

2. The graduation rate for all students'at the institution,
detailed by year of enrollment, race and gender.

B. The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education shall compile
the data contained in the reports submitted pursuant to subsection A
of this section and shall publish an annual report making the
information available by individual institution by sport, year of
enrollment, race and gender and on a statewide aggregate basis by
sport, year of enrollment, race and gender. The report shall be
distributed to:

1. The Governor;

2. The Speaker of the House of Representatives;

3. The President Pro Tempore of the Senate;

4. The Publications Clearinghouse of the Oklahoma Department of
Libraries:

5. The library aoch institution of The Oklahoma State System
of Higher Fducation;

6. The State Superintendent of P:.blic Instruction; and

7. Any person upon request.

C. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall
distribute a copy of the report required by subsection B of this
section to the library, athletic office. principal's office or
counselor's office cf each.public secondary school in this state.
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The report shall be made available at the school for public
inspection.

D. Beginning July 1, 1991, each institution required to submit a
report pursuant to subsection A of this section shall provide the
information contained in the most recent report to all high school
athletes the institution is recruiting and, for every student who
signs a letter of intent, shall obtain a signed statement indicating
that the student has reviewed isiddisausasdtbacepar-t-44446-Sibe. .

suchreport. Said signed statement shall be available for public
inspection at the institution for a period of six (6) years following
the date signed.

E. For the purpose of this section:

1. "Athletic scholarship" means any scholarship, grant, or other
form of financial assistance whose terms require the recipient to
participate in a program of intercollegiate athletics for the
institution in order to be eligible to receive the assistance from
the institution;

2. "Letter of intent" means a document which is:

a. provided by an institution of higher education to a
prospective student who is offered an athletic
scholarship, and

b. signed by the student to indicate the intent of the
student to attend that institution; and

3. "Graduation rate" means the proportion of student athletes to-
the general student population enrolled in at least twelve (12)
credit hours per semester who have earned an associate degree within
three (3) years or have earned a bachelor's degree within six (6)
years of commencing study for such degree.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective July 1, 1993.

SECTION 3. It being immediately necessary for the preservation
of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and
be in full force from and after its passage and approval
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